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Issue:  
Psychiatry has a public health role related to the prevention of violence. The prevention/reduction of 
abuse, trauma and violence and sophisticated approaches to intervention are part of the mission of the 
profession.  
 
The psychiatrist must take a leadership role in the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of victims and 
perpetrators of violence. 
 
Position:  
The APA should support primary, secondary and tertiary approaches to the prevention of violence and 
should advocate for the education of trainees and practicing psychiatrists about violence prevention. 
 
 


